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WELFARE DIRECTOR SAYS FARM WORKERS AVERAGE $2. PER HOUR 


No. i 
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Sept. 5--Harold B. Kehoe, director of welfare for Alameda 
County stated today in the S.F. Exeminer that wskilled 
fruit pickers make en average of $2.00 per hour. He said 
that welfare recipicnts were too lazy to teke these jobs. 


Herve is a breakdown of wages sarned this season by our own 
crews, Working in fruit crops out of Alameda County: 


PEARS ..ccccoccecces oMaxinam wages $1.25 per hour. 


PRIN ES... 0cccccco0 cBent unskilled pickers: $5.00 
for a full day's work. 

‘APRICOTS. .ccccccce$l.O60 per hour for the best wage 
earned by an average picker. 

BUSHBERRIES...0000$1.00 per hour maximum. 


Welfare "green carders" who have been forced to join our 
erews have in some instences put in a full day's work and 
ended up with as little as $3.00. A full day, as our mem- 
bers woll Imow, atarts ag early as 3:30 a.m and runs 
usually util 7:00 p.r:. 


People in respmsible positions have no right to make 
irresponsible public statements. 


SHSM Tee 
AN _EDTTORTAL: Who we are and why we're here. 


The West Oaklend Farm Workers Associetim was originally a 
Cetholic Worker Community Development project. The idea behind 
it was to provide trmsportation at cost to the down-and-outers 
who sesk refuge in cur city. Its nucleus is the W. Oakland res- 
idents who have been forced into farm employment during the pas? 
few yeara. 


4s a rehabilitation activity we failed. The problems that 
frustrate the lives of transients end alcoholics are cumulative.) 
They srs dissociated from any sense of community and for them 
eooperaticn is wmmreasonable. We found that farm workers and 
seriously disturbed people don’t mix. ‘The interests of people 
with rent to pay end rc3aponsibilities to moet clashed with the 
interests of wkenpt and tll-menmered trensients,. 


From these first attempts the level of our operation became 

Glear, The Association is now a independent community develop- 

mont corporation dirscting its immediate attention to such grass 

roots issues ag living expenges end eaming capacity of our men- 

it bers who ere resident fara worker AS @ none-prefit organize- 
ation end trensports ' 7@ are gaining support and 

financial souéness. ation & group will releive 

eur members of sea: oF the str i 6 Heine wien every day at the end of 

the workday and wii give then . OGctipational reals menin to the cc r 

4s tengible evidence of hia in the efty, eh 3 has en As 

ID card. We've got » ion but this je p } ps 
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August ifth ) % ed in early May 
with a losn of $1600; 
To. dete $380 has: been 


gasoline, $132 for mainteneics, $96 
&% 


income has been $1300. 
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